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Testinony before the F.andmarks Preservation Comrission
Regacding Coagregation Shearith Israzl Synagogue
Applicatian for Cerlilicate of Appropriateness and 74-711
Noyember 23, 2002

Gont aftemoos, Corumissioners 1'm Vicki Wetner, Kress Fellow for Hisloriz Prosces ation at
(ke Munue pal At Seciety of New Yark, The Society's Preservation Com nutlee regcived a
proseitation by weprosciuatives of Congregation Sheerith Israel desenbing (heir Certiticate of
Appeopratencsss and 74-711 zamng applications. They outhned the nature of these reqacsts, the
spocial provisions being sought, and the way they believe the preservation purposy criteiion fou
e 74-711 15 ma by the proposy’. They also prosented designs for the new butlding and madz
thieir argtiments for is appropriateness. In its discussion, the Preservation Committee identified
three issucs that we fee! are key,

Fuist, (e issie of orght ancnussing of the new buildmg, the Coimmiltec was divided over
whisther or not the bueilding heighr and massing aie appropriatc 10 the historic district. A slight
najoniy of nembers fol that on this particutar stcotscape, and in us ocation, a fourteen-story
buikhrg s appopriate to the neighborhood. Others did not, expressing ccneern aboul the
tower’s relabionglip 1o the ow rise baildmys m the nudd!ic of the block.

Sceond, theissec of design  the Cammiitee found the desighn to be inappropriate for the hrstoric
dizirict, A pumber of design components appeared 1o bo vazesolved, such as the overall
fenesteatien and the ponthouse proportions  In addition, the Conumut.ee questioned the
retattonsh.p botween the Synagogue entrance and the residential entrance

Third, the validity T authiorizing the shifting of bulk under 73-711. the Commitee felt the
Prest vation purpose as desciibed was not compelling enough to warrant this action. The
restorative clements menronad to us, suzh as replacement of the roof and addressing watsy
damasg, appeared 1o the Convmitien 1o be more on the ordet of reutine Inaivienance. We
appreciate the Synagopuc's past alication to restoring its building, but would Jike o be assared
1hat there (s a corpraleasin ¢ preservation program in place We were not proviced with anv
doatls reganding a cortiauing mantenanse plan, nor was there any indication of how 1ovenues
genceraled by the propoasc projoct would meet eapenses for restoration of the Synagopuc.
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Testimony bejors the Landmarks Preservation Commission
Regarding Cocpregation Shearith Tsracl
Puge 2 i

Basad ypon te Committee’s roview, we believe that Uie Landmarks Pieservation Camnission
shouid nal apprave the Ceniificite of Appropristeness or the 74.711 aulhworivation at this time.
W look forward to future discussion of this proposal as it cvolves.
Thuni¢ you far this opportinity ta express the Socicty’s views.
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THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CENTRE STREET, 9™ FLOOR, NEW YORK NY 10007 TEL: 212-669-7923 FAX: 212-669-7797

http:/nyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.
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Name
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Address

AT New York Stete Semedtoriul Nistreet

Representing

In favor of proposal

Other position

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please use the other side.





