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T"Ili,ionybcfore the LarldrilazIcs Prcsrvition
Rqv,ding Co,i8rcgation Slicari1i I srazl S)nagogue

Applienticin foi-CerLiricatc, of Appropriateness aiid 74-711
ND criibor 26, 2002

I'm Vicki Wcilicr, Y-'Css Fellow for HISLOwi.

provisi olls bL ing s(it; vli 1, 2jid the way tiley bc: ieve the preservation purposo foi
th 74-711 is nio by t.'e propoqa'. They also presented desi.ps for iha new building and mad.

In its disciission, thePreservationCom.Witce id,111tifled
ifitoc issucs 11,al Ivc fcci urc kcy,

ilic Coininiaticwis div,'dcd over
l 11.1her or not Ili , livildin., liighc and nizIssing ui e api,,ropriato to the histori- district. Aqliglit
ri,ijorq of MI that oii this paiticular it-ectAcape, aid in tlijs Iccation, a foixLeen-storty

Othorg did tiot, cxpressiiig eciicciiiaboattlic
tOWC!"S M.Oonsllip to ilic low risc baildirgs in Lho midd!c of the block,

SLLondA1cissneofdcsig,n ilic CoininiLtoe fot lid tho de3ign to bc hiapp:-opriate for tl,e Irstoric
A rilriliberof design componunts to bI, I!I:CSU1VQd,SUClI 45 Liic ')%trdji

'I liircl, 11 N.Lfidlt Jf jrJ111031211). tIlC SlIjLftjtIg of bull, Ulldcr 74-'1 1 I-h,, Coillillikie felt 11-ro
l)Y110VJ61)I I'LirpOSC ui dcscsibcd was iintcoinpcltiiig croulgh to uamaiit this zietioji The

O('nICWS menvou"I to llq, qu:1i mpliecinentof ilIa roof atil addrcssingwater

1j'prCC;j1C ilic aLlcation to rcstoring its builaing, hut. would likL to 1-c .ssurcd

kict'i ils I tlmrdi iiv r. Corti 1 t,irn; M-inwimacc plaii, tior wa s Iltel -' atly 11' Lii CatiOll Of hOW I LV MIUS

ILI.
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before the T.andmaiks Prcscrvalion Conrrission
Regarding Co.iyregalion Shcarith Israel Synagogue

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness and 74-711
November 26, 2002

Gooil j fkmoou, Conmissioucrs I'm Yicki Wcincr, Kress Fellow fcr Historic Preservation at
ihu Mimic V^l An Society of New York. The Society's Pieservjuion Com niltcc received a
prv.sciU.iUon by icprvscniatives of Congregation Sheadth Israel describing their Certificate of
AppiOpi'iatencsa and 74-711 xonn? applications, 'i hey oullir.ed the nature of these requests, the
special provisions being souglil, and ilio way they bc'ieve the preservation purpose crituion foi
Ihc 74-711 k nici by U-e propose1. They also presented designs for the now building and mad?
l l i w i r argamcnts for its appropriateness. In its discussion, the Preservation Committee identified
lltrco issues that we fee! are key,

Fust, l!ic issue of ivigluancinusaing of the new building, the Comrni'.tcc was divided over
whether or not t h j bt-ikling height and massing aie appropriate to the historio district. A slight
mjjon'.y of members fcU that on this paiticulav si-ccucape, and in Uiis location, a fouteen-sLory
buiUbrg is ap^iopriate to the neighborhood. Olhcra did not, expressing ccncem about the
lower's TuULionship to the low rise baildings in the middle of the block.

Si.tend, the issue of clcsiga the Committee foiiU the design to be inappropriate fortl-e rrsloric
cHsinct, A number of design components appeared 10 btin:csolvcd, such <*s ihc mcrall
fcncslroticn and the penthouse proportions In addition, the Commit.ee questioned the
rcLiiionsli.p between the Synagogue entrance and the reside;irial entrance

Third, l h j \ a l i U i t > jf authorizing the shifting oi'bulk under 74-711. '.he Committee fell the
juiq^osc u$ dcscjibcd was not compelling enough to warrant this action. The

etc men is nicnfonocl to us, such —^ replacement of ihe roof and addressing water
e, nppenrcrt :o the Coni'r.Hicc 10 be more oa the ordci uf rcutnic inaintenance. WB

apprccialc the Synagogue's pc\st aticnlion to restoring its building, hut would like lo be assured
that Hun.' is a comprol.cnsi\ c picservniion program in place We were not provided wiih any
details rcganling a coriinuing m-intonancc plan, nor was ihere any indication of how Avenues
generated by ihc proposcL project would meet expenses for restoration of the Synagogue.

Till ' MVMCU'ALARl SOCinVOl-N"V \O'<K 157 M.MXSON /*\VNUl- NFW^lRJt NY'vOii ILL (812) 0 3-JMO t.V\ <212 ' . "3J-1315
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TcSLiniDny beForc the Latiimarl,sPicseivation
Ccwgrepminii Slicarith Uwact

2

Based upol" ti c (70111:11irtce's We bCliCNC that C1, Laiidniarks PLeservation Comnii;sion
ShOL1141 110t. aj)j)reVO tbC CerOFICIItc of AppropriNtncss oi the 74-?11 au(borizal.ion at this tiiiic.
W, look orwri I d t fj I III c discumoo of tliis proposal a3 it evolves.

Th.mic yoti Cc i (iifs oplinittinity to exprdss ha Soci cry's views.

NGV-26-2002 TUE 07:08 Ptl MUNICIPAL ART SOCIETY FAX NO, 2127531816 P. 02

Testimony before the LanJnurKs Preservation Commission
Uctvj riling Congregation Shcjurilh Urael
I'u-j 2 :

Based upon tl.e Coiniiiittec's r^vicvV, we believe that L'.IC Landmafks Pieservalion Commission
should not approve the Certificate pf Appropriateness or the 74-711 aulhorixaiion at This time.
\Vo look forwaul to iuiurc discussion of this proposal as it evolves.

Tlii.mlc yon foi ihis opportunity to express the Society's views.
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THE NEW YORK CfrY LANDMARKS PRF-SERVATION CONMgSSION
I wIO007TM:212-669-7923FAX:212-669-7797

http:/nyc.gov.landmarks

X you wish to speak please complete this form. In order to give others an opporturdty to speak,
Al speakers are asked to liznjt their remarks to thme rainutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date -71 //0-5
Item # Item Address W 70 4- 5 -

In favor of proposal----Other position

Name

q C141 AV_eAU-r, A] Y, J'/ /0
Address

1V
4-

Representing

If you would rather leavo a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Dimetor of Community
and Govemment Affairs.

If you need additional space, please ttse the other side.

THE NEW YORK CITY LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
1 CENTRE STREET, 9™ FLOOR, NEW YORK NY 10007 TEL: 212-669-7923 FAX: 212-669-7797

http:/nyc.gov.landmarks

If you wish to speak, please complete this form. In order to give others an opportunity to speak,
all speakers are asked to limit their remarks to three minutes.

PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS' SIGN IN SHEET

Date "7 / / / O"?1

Item # ____ Item Address 0 ^0 / U

In favor of proposal ^ Against proposal Other position

\VoVll<?3 R .

Name

LA/?
Address

s-f^te
Representing

If you would rather leave a statement, complete and return to the Reception Desk, or mail the
form to the Commission at the above address, attention: Diane Jackier, Director of Community
and Government Affairs.

If you need additional space, please use the other side.
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